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Subject: Your letter of 19 December 2024 to Commissioner Roswall  

Dear Mrs Zwetsloot,  

Your letter of 19 December 2024 to Commissioner Roswall, in which 12 Dutch organisations 

express their concerns over the Dutch nature policy and the failure to address the problem of 

excess nitrogen deposition, has been forwarded to me.  

Further to the reaction you received on 8 January 2025 from our colleague Mrs Roxana Nica, 

we inform you as follows.  

As you know, in our reply of 16 February 2024 to the letter sent by the organisation of Mr 

Frans Vollenbroek (Grootouders voor het Milieu) to the previous Commissioner for the 

environment1, we indicated that we take the concerns over the impact of nitrogen very 

seriously.  We indicated that the Commission will continue to monitor the evolution of the 

state of nature in the Netherlands and the implementation of, inter alia, EU nature and water 

legislation. In this regard, we said that we will also continue to provide guidance and 

technical support to the Dutch authorities to ensure full compliance with EU law, without 

prejudice to any enforcement action that the Commission may consider in the future. Indeed 

the Commission services are engaging in a dialogue with the Dutch authorities on this matter.    

To date the Commission has seen no need to start a legal case of its own, mainly because a 

national court case, started by Greenpeace, was already pending. The national court delivered 

its ruling in that case on 22 January 2025.2 We are now studying that ruling to decide on next 

steps.  

Yours sincerely, 

[Electronically signed] 

Cyril Ritter 

Deputy Head of Unit 

 
1   Our registration Ares(2024)1180355 
2  Stikstof | Greenpeace Nederland - Greenpeace Nederland 
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