Van: Hannah Zwetsloot <zwaluw.advies@gmail.com http://mailto:zwaluw.advies@gmail.com>
Verzonden: donderdag 19 december 2024 9:41

Aan: cab-roswall-contact@ec.europa.eu http://mailto:cab-roswall-contact@ec.europa.eu >

CC: Frans Vollenbroek <frans.vollenbroek@skynet.be http://mailto:frans.vollenbroek@skynet.be >

Onderwerp: Statements to support the complaint of MOB and Grootouders voor het Klimaat (Ares
(2023)4261045)

Dear Mrs Roswall,

On the 20th of June 2023, MOB and ‘Grootouders voor het Klimaat’' (Grandparents for Climate)
filed a formal complaint to the European Commission regarding a violation of Article 6, second
paragraph of the Habitats Directive (Ares(2023)4261045). In this complaint we demonstrated why
the Dutch State is breaching its obligations under Article 6, second paragraph of the Habitats
Directive. This provision requires the Netherlands to take measures to prevent deterioration in
Natura 2000 sites. This process of deterioration has taken place over the past decades. >

After the complaint was filed, we have collected letters from a number of local environmental
organisations who wish to support our complaint. In total, twelve organisations across the
Netherlands have drawn up a statement of support. | am pleased to forward these letters to you in
the annex of this mail.

All organisations are concerned about the negative effects of nitrogen deposition on Natura 2000
protected habitats. They all stress that the responsible authorities have so far largely ignored their
concerns and have not taken appropriate measures to reduce nitrogen deposition. In their letters,
the organisations also stress that protected habitats have deteriorated due to this lack of action,
something that was also evident in the ecological assessments recently made by the various
provinces and the reports published by the independent Ecological Authority. These local
organisations feel powerless in their efforts to urge the responsible authorities to take action and
therefore support the complaint we have filed.

We realise that the European Commission is in dialogue with the Dutch government about the
nitrogen- and nature crisis, but the current administration has not shown much willingness to solve
the problem. On the contrary: the National Plan Rural Area (Nationaal Plan Landelijk Gebied),
developed by the previous government was cancelled and the budget for a buyout program for
livestock farms was decimated. At the same time the government expects the European
Commission to weaken the obligations under EU law.

If you wish, we can arrange a meeting with representatives of the organisations supporting the
complaint.

Best wishes,
Hannah Zwetsloot
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